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434 Ho. Georg® Mason Sr* 
Arlington, 7a, 

11 August I960 



Mrs. Ulna a, Bryan 
Assistant Editor 
The a era of Thomas Jefferson 
Princeton diversity Library 
Princeton, Hew Jersey 

Sear Mrs, Bryant 

deferring to ajy letter of 1 '6 July 1950, and to the 
Jefferson Mss fragaent In the liassaohusetts Historical Society, 
1 an pleased to enclose herewith a copy of a letter fron the 
national Bureau of Standards, which clears up the mystery. 

Sincerely yours. 



WILLIAM namM 



Iacl. 
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U.S. DEPART! HUT OF COMMERCE 
Rational Bureau of Standards 
Washington 35 

11.2/3.0 

July 25, 1950 



Mr; William F. Friedman 
434 If, George Eason Drive 
Arlington, Ya. 

Dear Mr, Friedman: 

In reply to your letter of July 19 to Dr. Condon I am 
returning the enclosed photostat. It appears to be a draft 
of a table for converting temperatures from the Reaumur to 
the Farenheit scale. It was probably Intended to be attached 
to a thermometer. The exact conversion formula is F a 2,25 R * 32. 

Vary truly yours, 



/s/ Franz L. Alt 
Franz L. Alt 
Assistant Chief, 
Computation Laboratory 



Enclosure 
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424 N. Oeorga Mason Drive 
Arlington, Va# 

July 15, 1950 



Mrs. Ulna R* Dry an 
Assistant Editor 
The Papers of Thaass Jefferson 
Princeton University Library 
Princeton, Mss Jersey 

pear Mrs* Bryant 

Thank you so ouch for your very kind letter of 26 June and for 
its indosura. 

I have taken the liberty of having copies unde and therefore 
X an returning your original of the fragment In the Massachusetts 
Historical Society* X had sons of ny friends take a look at the 
photoetat to see what they can mbs of it; at the aonont m are quite 
sure that it has nothing to do with cryptography. The design seeas 
to be one far s sort of medallion to be worn on a watch chain* The 
tabular material run f* on ♦ 28 to « 24 in stops of 4 units in the 
R colnmj and all the tables fit the f omuls f • 2*25 R ♦ 30L* These 
are also interpolation tables which run from *00 to 4*00 In intervale 
of *25» I don't know tfmt R or f represent, nor do X know why 
anybody would want tables of so simple a Amotion* Mental arlthastic 
will do very nicely* Perhaps I'll have one of ty astronomer friends 
look at the photoetat, and if he combs up with an answer. I'll be 
dad to write you* 

X wish to thank you for your Information from Mrs* Kimball even 
though It woe negative* X have not given up hope entirely, however, 
and someday may turn up a bit mare inf or nation. Early last May X 
visited "Poplar Far sat" and established cardial friendship with the 
young people who live there now* There is a possibility that s oma- 
thing may be found there* 

X had the pleasure of meeting Dr* Boyd in Hashing ton at the 
time of the oeraony at the library of Congress* X wish X had known 
you wore there too and X would have made ay presence known to you 
so that ws could have had a chat* 

Thank you for your courtesy, X on 



Sincerely yours, 



1 In cl 



THIXlAll F. FRXEDHAM 



